HOTEL LE
GENERAL
5-7 Rue Rampon

75011 Paris

Tel: (Fr) 147 00 41 57
www.legeneralhotel.com
Doubles from €157,
breakfast €18

IN THE AREA
cel like a local
The trendy cosmopolitan
district of Oberkampf is only a

short walk away. Slightly edgier

than other parts of the city, the
unpretentious area is the place
to feel like a local. Rue
Oberkampf is the heart of the
district with lively bars and
fashionable restaurants, which

spill out onto the pavements. -~

A shared secret
Slightly off the beaten track on
Rue des Panoyaux, yet easily
walkable from the hotel, is the
popular bistrot La Boulangerie.
The restaurant, housed in a
former bakery, is often
described as one of Paris’
best-kept secrets and serves
delicious seasonal food:in a

classic setting. The three-course

set dinner costs €30 and there
is an excellent selection of
wine. Make sure you book

in advance.

Tel: (Fr) 143 58 45 45

’ve always thought that Paris is best

explored on foot, so when it comes to

choosing where to stay in the City of Light,
for me, location is paramount. You don’t want
to be too far out, yet at the same time it’s nice to
have a little peace and quiet away from the
crowds. As a well-situated bolt-hole, Hotel le
Général certainly ticks the boxes. Its location in
the 11th arrondissement on a quiet side street
between the lively Place de la République and
the fashionably chic Marais, means you can
easily stroll to the Grands Boulevards where
you’ll find stalwarts on the Parisian department
store scene such as Printemps and Galeries
Lafayette, or wander down Rue du Temple and
cross the River Seine to ile de la Cité for a
ringside view of Notre Dame.

The hotel, which opened in 2003, was
designed by French architect Jean-Philippe Nuel
and offers guests sleek, neutral interiors set over
eight floors plus a lower ground floor complete
with mini gym and sauna.

The entrance to the hotel is bright and
welcoming and when I visited in August they
were in the process of giving it a bit of an
update with new carpets and a fresh coat of
paint. The modern décor incorporates vivid
fuchsia accent walls and printed wallpaper,

which compliments the minimalist white used
elsewhere.

In places the hotel has a boutique feel to it,
especially in the bedrooms where you’ll find
L'Occitane toiletries, large comfortable beds and
modern touches such as iPod docking stations
and Nespresso machines. At times, though, it felt
quite corporate and impersonal. That said the
room I stayed in was very spacious by Parisian
hotel standards and it was lovely to return after a
day of sightseeing and be able to relax in the
room without feeling claustrophobic.

Although a buffet-style breakfast is served,
the best way to enjoy petit déjeuner in Paris is
to pick up a pain au chocolat or croissant,
still warm from the oven, from the nearest
boulangerie. 1t’s simple, inexpensive and
delicious and with all the walking you’ll be
doing, you can indulge in viennoiserie at will.

If you're travelling to Paris on the Eurostar,
Hotel le Général is perfect as it’s only three
métro stops from Gare du Nord and if you're
light on the luggage front you can even manage
it on foot. With such a fantastic location the
hotel is ideal for those on a short jaunt to the
capital who want to have all that the city has to
offer on their doorstep. @

Anna McKittrick



